IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 
Lynchburg Division 


CLERKS OFFICE U.S. DIST. COURT 
AT LYNCHBURG, VA 
FILED 

4/23/2019 

JULIA C. DUDLEY, CLERK 
BY: 3/CARMEN AMOS 
DEPUTY CLERK 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) Case No. 6:19CV00022 
Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) 

) 

LAURA E. VASSAR and ) 

DAVID L. VASSAR, ) 

143 Mill Ridge Lane ) 

Amherst, Virginia 24521 ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

_ ) 

COMPLAINT FOR FEDERAL TAXES 

The Chief Counsel of the Internal Revenue Service, a delegate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, has authorized and requested this action, and it is brought at the 
direction of the Attorney General of the United States under the authority of 26 U.S.C. § 7401. 
The United States of America complains of defendants as follows: 

1. This is a civil action in which the United States seeks to reduce to judgment the 
unpaid assessments of personal income tax, penalties, and interest made against defendants 
Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar; and to reduce to judgment the unpaid assessments of trust 
fund recovery penalties and interest made against defendant Laura E. Vassar. 

2. Jurisdiction is conferred on the Court by 28 U.S.C. §§ 1340 and 1345 and by 
26 U.S.C. § 7402. 

3. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1396, because 
Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar reside within this district. In the alternative, venue in this 
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judicial district is based on 28 U.S.C. § 1396 because liability for the taxes at issue accrued in 
this judicial district. 

4. Plaintiff is the United States of America. 

5. Defendants Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar reside at 143 Mill Ridge Lane, 
Amherst, Virginia 24521, within the jurisdiction of this Court. 


COUNT I: REDUCE TO JUDGMENT THE INCOME TAX ASSESSMENTS, 
PENALTIES, AND INTEREST OF LAURA AND DAVID VASSAR 

6. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations of Paragraphs 1 
through 5. 

7. A delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury made the following federal income tax 


assessments against Defendants Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar: 


Tax Type 

Tax Year 

Assessment 

Date 

Original 

Tax 

Assessed 

Outstanding Balance as 
of 5/6/2019 (including 
penalties and interest) 

Income - Form 
1040 

2008 

06/04/2012 

$12,930 

$4,429.49 

Income - Form 
1040 

2010 

2010 

07/04/2011 

05/27/2013 

$12,246 

$5,803 

$4,723.05 

Income - Form 
1040 

2012 

09/02/2013 

$13,304 

$4,102.53 

Income - Form 
1040 

2014 

05/04/2015 

01/02/2017 

$13,664 

$14,005 

$23,364.20 

Total Due 




$36,619.27 


8. Notice and demand for payment of the assessments described in paragraph 7 was 
given to Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar in accordance with 26 U.S.C. § 6303. 

9. Statutory additions for interest and penalties have accrued and will continue to 
accrue on the assessments described in paragraph 7. 
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10. Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar have failed to pay the United States the full 
amount owed as a result of the assessments described in paragraph 7. 

11. By reason of the foregoing, Laura E. Vassar and David L. Vassar are indebted to 
the United States in the amount of $36,619.27, as of May 6, 2019, plus penalties, interest, and 
costs that will accrue after that date according to law. 

WHEREFORE, The United States prays that this Court: 

A. Enter judgment for the plaintiff and against the defendants Laura E. Vassar and David L. 

Vassar, on Count I in the amount of $36,619.27, plus statutory interest and penalties from 

May 6, 2019, until paid, together with its costs and attorney’s fees, and such other and 

further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

COUNT II: REDUCE TO JUDGMENT THE TRUST FUND RECOVERY PENALTY 
ASSESSMENTS AND INTEREST OF LAURA E. VASSAR 

12. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations of Paragraphs 1 
through 11. 

13. Laura E. Vassar has been the president and a shareholder of a business called 
Ellington Wood Products, Inc. from 1985 to the present. 

14. During the tax periods listed in Paragraph 20, Laura E. Vassar was responsible for 
determining the financial policy of Ellington Wood Products, Inc. and was responsible for 
directing or authorizing payments to creditors. 

15. During the tax periods listed in Paragraph 20, Laura E. Vassar was responsible for 
signing checks, authorizing payroll, authorizing Federal Tax Deposits, and preparing and signing 
payroll tax returns. 
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16. During the tax periods listed in Paragraph 20, Laura E. Vassar was responsible for 
collecting, truthfully accounting for, and paying over to the United States the employment taxes 
that were withheld from the wages of Ellington Wood Products, Inc.’s employees (“the Trust 
Fund Taxes”). 

17. Laura E. Vassar failed to collect, truthfully account for, and pay over the Trust 
Fund Taxes. 

18. Laura E. Vassar’s failure to collect, truthfully account for, and pay over the Trust 
Fund Taxes was willful. Upon information and belief, Laura E. Vassar was aware of Ellington 
Wood Product Inc.’s unpaid employment tax liabilities for the tax periods listed in Paragraph 20, 
but she continued to pay herself a salary and she continued to pay other creditors of Ellington 
Wood Products. 

19. Laura E. Vassar’s willful failure to collect, truthfully account for, and pay over 
the Trust Fund Taxes rendered her liable for a penalty equal to the total amount of the federal 
employment taxes not collected, accounted for, and paid over to the United States. 

20. A delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury assessed federal trust fund recovery 
penalties (“TFRPs”) against Laura E. Vassar in accordance with 26 U.S.C. § 6672, on the dates 
and in the amounts set forth below: 


Tax Type 

Tax 

Period 

Ending 

Date of 
Assessment 

Assessed 

Amount 

Balance as of 
May 6, 2019 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

06/30/2008 

04/27/2009 

$12,549.07 

$16,377.19 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

09/30/2008 

03/22/2010 

$15,503.63 

$21,605.63 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

12/31/2008 

03/22/2010 

$9,520.28 

$13,267.32 
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§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

03/31/2009 

03/22/2010 

$4,667.75 

$6,504.92 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

06/30/2009 

05/03/2010 

$9,429.35 

$12,451.53 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

09/30/2009 

05/03/2010 

$10,899.30 

$15,119.36 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

12/31/2009 

08/27/2012 

$10,544.94 

$13,486.92 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

03/31/2010 

08/27/2012 

$10,862.47 

$13,893.04 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

06/30/2010 

08/27/2012 

$12,340.22 

$15,783.10 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

09/30/2010 

08/27/2012 

$7,718.15 

$9,871.48 

§ 6672 
(TFRP) 

12/31/2010 

08/27/2012 

$3,244.26 

$4,149.39 

Total: 




$142,509.88 


21. Notice and demand for payment of the assessments described in paragraph 20, 
above, were given to Laura E. Vassar. 

22. Laura E. Vassar failed to pay the assessments and accrued statutory additions for 
interest and, as a result, the amount owed as of May 6, 2019 will be $142,509.88. 

23. Statutory interest has accrued and will continue to accrue until paid. 
WHEREFORE, The United States prays that this Court: 

B. Render judgment in favor of the United States and against Laura E. Vassar in the amount 
of $142,509.88 as of May 6, 2019, for unpaid assessed federal trust fund recovery 
penalties as set forth in paragraph 20, above, together with interest that has accrued and 
will continue to accrue after that date; 

C. Grant the United States such further relief, including the costs of this action, which the 
Court deems appropriate. 

Dated: April 23, 2019 THOMAS T. CULLEN 

United States Attorney 
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RICHARD E. ZUCKERMAN 

Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 


/s/Kieran O. Carter 

KIERAN 0. CARTER, VSB No. 81953 

Trial Attorney, Tax Division 

Attorney for Plaintiff United States 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Post Office Box 227 

Ben Franklin Station 

Washington, D.C. 20044 

Phone: (202) 616-1920 

Fax: (202)514-6866 

Email: Kieran.0.Carter@usdoj.gov 
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